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Sel Erder Yackley is an award-winning journalist who was born and reared in Turkey.  After receiving her master’s degree in journalism from Northwestern University, she worked for United Press International and The Chicago Tribune. When her husband finished law school in 1970, they moved to central Illinois where Sel became active in local politics as well as civic and charitable organizations. Once her three children were in college, and ten years after her husband’s suicide, Sel returned to Chicago to work in the travel business from which she retired recently. On the boards of several international groups, Sel continues to write, organize tours to Turkey, and lecture on mental health issues at various support groups. 

Sel Yackley combines the observational skills of a journalist, the love of a mother, and the grief of a wife in this gripping tale of what happens to a family when one member suffers from bipolar disorder. Woven through her story are threads of history and of social justice, centering on the debate over capital punishment, with opposition in principle coming not from the defense table or civil liberties groups but from the front of the courtroom: the judge himself. His inner debates and torments are the center of this compelling story with lessons for all of us.

--Donna Gill, managing editor (retired), Chicago Lawyer Magazine

